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Catholic Medical Association: ‘Support for those who desire to provide excellent health care’
BY BECKY BERRETH
On September 16, the Diocese of Rapid
City hosted an evening with Father
Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., from the
National Catholic Bioethics Center,
Philadelphia, Pa., as a way to invite those in
the medical field to help the diocese establish a local guild with the Catholic Medical
Association. The night began with a White
Mass honoring those in the healthcare
profession, followed by presentations by
Fr. Tad and regional CMA representatives.
The diocese needs six medical professionals
to join the national group before the diocese
can petition for a local guild.
“Creating a Catholic Medical Association Guild in our diocese is important
because it will provide great support for
those who desire to provide excellent health
care in accordance with the teachings of the
church,” said Bishop Robert Gruss. “Our

culture places many demands on physicians
and those who work with them. At times
these demands can be in conflict with our
Catholic faith, putting Catholic healthcare
practitioners in precarious situations.”
Amy Julian, director of Family Life
Ministries, agreed, noting that many of
life’s challenges impact the medical
provider. “The more support we can oﬀer
them in their eﬀorts to follow church
teaching, and their eﬀorts to know church
teaching makes it easier for patients to understand church teaching when they are in
an end of life situation for example. When
people are facing those decisions they don’t
run to their priest or check church teachings to see what they suggest.”
The CMA is the largest association of
Catholic individuals in health care. According to their website, the group is a “physician-led community of healthcare
professionals that informs, organizes, and
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inspires its members, in steadfast fidelity to
the teachings of the Catholic Church, to
uphold the principles of the Catholic faith
in the science and practice of medicine.”
The purpose of the guild is to provide
fellowship, education, and opportunities to
serve the local church, public, and others in
their particular healthcare field.
Beth Erk, Newell, said she was considering joining the organization to stay
informed about what challenges medical
professionals face, and have resources to
find answers to moral questions if when
they arise.
“I would like to stay informed about
issues that arise in regards to conscientious
objection, abortion, and other ethical
issues,” Erk said. “I am seeing policies that
are being written that do not support the
right to conscientious objection and I would
like to see the organization help us to be
proactive in addressing those issues before
we are faced with ethical decisions and do
not have the right to conscientious objection.”
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Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., from the
National Catholic Bioethics Center, gives a
presentation to a group of Catholic medical
professionals at Terra Sancta. His talk
focused on the early induction of labor
demonstrating how to use the bioethical
principle of “Double Effect” and the “Ethical
and Religious Directives” (USCCB) to help
make decisions in-line with the Catholic
teachings. He also encouraged those in
attendance to join the CMA saying, “One of
the most important things for physicians is
to feel connected and to know you are not
alone in the issues you face.” (WRC photo by
Becky Berreth)

